DIVERSITY in QUALITY OF LIFE

International Conference of Disability Studies in The Netherlands and VU University around World Disability Day - Amsterdam, December 2-4, 2010

A new Initiative - Disability Studies in The Netherlands

Disability studies is a relatively new field in the social sciences that studies functional impairments of human beings in a social rather than a medical or psychological context. The distinctive theoretical contribution of this field has been the development of the social model according to which disability is not regarded as a physical, intellectual, or mental deficit of the individual, but as a social construct that relegates persons with functional impairments to a marginal position in society. ‘Disability’ is studied as a notion that signals stigmatization and exclusion from equal participation in society. Disability Studies searches for ways of inclusion in theory and practice. 

Disability studies in The Netherlands aims – through developing and sharing knowledge - to contribute to the quality of life of persons with a functional impairment by enabling them to be in control over their own lives, guided by their own values and ideals. The overall aim is to build an inclusive society that creates equal access and opportunities for all its members, in which they can participate by using their own talents and building on their own experience.

Partners in this Conference

Disability Studies in The Netherlands (DSiN) is a project organization that aims at establishing this new field of scientific inquiry in Dutch universities and other institutes. It is a joint effort by NWO (The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research), handicap + studie expertisecentrum (The Netherlands Organisation to Stimulate Accessible Higher Education), and ZON-mw (The Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development). Among its objectives is the development of a multidisciplinary research program of 1,3 million euro’s that will start by the end of 2010. The program aims at subsidizing research projects that will contribute to the goal of equal participation by studying the social, cultural and economical barriers and mechanisms of exclusion and options for inclusion.

DSiN wants to celebrate the start of its research program with an international conference in cooperation with VU University, which supports this event as part of the lustrum agenda Freedom and Responsibility, on occasion of its 130th birthday, starting in October 2010. The conference will be organized under the auspices of VISOR (Interdepartmental Research Institute of the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, the Faculty of Social Sciences, and the Faculty of Philosophy), in cooperation with the Athena Institute (Faculty of Earth and Life Sciences) and Metamedica (VU University medical centre).  

Conference theme 

The theme of the conference is ‘diversity in quality of life.’ The conference invites scholars to further develop the concept of quality of life from a disability studies perspective. Research from a disability studies perspective contributes to this understanding of ‘quality of life’ by focusing on diversity. It presupposes that persons with functional impairments possess a quality of life that is defined foremost by the appropriation of their own life-story. This involves active contribution of persons with functional impairments that strengthens their own voice, and that reflects differences between cultural perspectives, including non-western ones.

Audience

The conference will bring together about 200 people from various communities and nationalities. Apart from persons with disabilities and their organizations it will include (international) scholars from research centres and institutes, students, professionals, administrators and policy makers.

Goals

The conference goals are to promote the inclusion of Disability Studies in academic research agendas and curricula in The Netherlands, to facilitate the exchange between academia (scientists and students), persons with disabilities and their organizations, and public policy making agencies.
Program

The Program starts on Thursday, December 2nd, with a public lecture. Keynote speakers will address the conference on Friday and Saturday morning, December 3rd and 4th. Friday afternoon and Saturday morning there will be four concurrent sessions with both invited and free papers.

	Schedule 
	Progamme
	
	Location

	Thursday 12/2
	
	
	

	
	Arrivals/hotels
	
	

	16.00-19.00
	Registration
	
	Conference area

	18.30-19.00
	Coffee / tea
	
	Conference area

	19.00-20.00
	Public lecture
	
	Auditorium

	20.00-20.30
	Cultural Program
	
	Auditorium

	20.30-21.30
	Reception
	
	Conference area

	
	
	
	

	Friday 12/3
	
	
	

	10.00-11.00
	Keynote I
	
	Auditorium

	11.00-11.30
	Coffee/tea
	
	Conference area

	11.30-12.30
	Keynote II
	
	Auditorium

	12.30-14.00
	Lunch
	
	Conference area

	13.00-14.30
	Poster session
	
	Conference area

	14.30-15.30
	Concurrent sessions 1
	
	Lecture hall

	15.30-16.00
	Coffee /tea
	
	Lecture hall

	16.00-17.00
	Concurrent sessions 2
	
	Lecture hall

	17.30-18.30
	Cultural program
	
	Conference area

	19.00-21.00
	Conference dinner
	
	Restaurant

	
	
	
	

	Saturday 12/4
	
	
	

	09.00-10.00
	Keynote I
	
	Auditorium

	10.00-10.30
	Launch disability journal
	
	Auditorium

	10.30-11.00
	Coffee/tea
	
	Conference area

	11.00-12.00
	Keynote II
	
	Auditorium

	12.00-13.00
	Concurrent session 3
	
	Lecture hall

	13.00-14.00
	Lunch/farewell
	
	Conference area

	
	
	
	


Format 

The conference will start with a public lecture. Four keynote speakers will present a plenary address of 45 minutes followed by 15 minutes for questions and comments. Four subthemes will be developed in three concurrent sessions in six lecture halls. 
Subthemes:

To be or not to be? In the classical version of the social model ‘disability’ is understood as an assigned social ‘role’. Any reference to a natural condition was rejected as ‘essentialist.’ Recent developments, for example in research on autism, show a new interest in the body/brain suggesting a re-evaluation of the connection between ‘disability’ and ‘being’.

Coordination: Ingrid Baart 

What distinguishes disability studies? Disability studies presents itself as a distinct approach to disability research in that it does not regard people with disabilities as the object of its research. But then what is its proper object? And what are appropriate methodologies?

Coordination: Geert Van Hove
How does disability experience affect quality of life? In recent times ‘quality of life’ has become a well-established concept for the prospective evaluation of living conditions in the medical and behavioural sciences. What happens when persons with functional impairments claim ownership over their own conception of quality of life?

Coordination: Alice Schippers
Multi Cultural Perspectives on Quality of Life Quality of Life studies must be sensitive to cultural differences. What are the implications of bringing voices from different cultures to this topic?
Coordination: Wim van Brakel

Speakers

Renate Dorrestein, writer and novelist (to be confirmed)
Lennard Davis, Ph.D., Professor of Disability and Human Development in the School of Applied Health Sciences, Professor of Medical Education in the College of Medicine, both in the University of Illinois at Chicago, IL, USA.

Adrienne Asch, Ph.D. Phil., Professor in Biology, Ethics, and the Politics of Human Reproduction at Wellesley College, NY, USA.

Simi Linton, writer, disability/arts consultant, and public speaker, New York City.
Maya Thomas, Ph.D., Freelance consultant on community-based rehabilitation, Editor of the Asia Pacific Disability Rehabilitation Journal, India
Lydia La Riviere-Zijdel, MA., Social Scientist, specialised in Gender and Disability, former chair of Dutch Coalition on Disability and Development, Utrecht, The Netherlands (to be confirmed).
Conference language

The conference papers will be in English.
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