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Program: Interpretation of Patient-Reported Outcomes (PROs) 
 

10.00-10.30 Registration and coffee 

10.30-11.00 Maarten Boers – Combining harm and benefit in clinical trials in one scale – an 
example from OMERACT  

11.00-11.30 Sandra Beurskens – Using PROs in clinical practice  

11.30-12.00 Dolf de Boer – Using PROs as an indicator of quality of care  

12.00-12.15 Discussion time 

12.15-13.15 Lunch 

13.15-14.00 Gordon Guyatt – Making quality of life outcomes in clinical trials more interpretable to 
clinicians  

14.00-14.15 Jaap Sont– Analyzing a clinical trial with the responder analysis suggested by Guyatt 

14.15-14.45 Nick Henschke – Variations in use of responder analyses in clinical trials 

14.45-15.15 Discussion time 

15.15-15.45 Break 

15.45-16.05 Raymond Ostelo – Using Global Perceived Effect scales – questioning their validity? 

16.05-16.25 Peter ten Klooster – Using IRT modeling to measure disability across different 
diseases: en example with the HAQ-DI 

16.25-16.45 Discussion time 

16.45-17.30 Drinks 

 
Prof. dr. Gordon Guyatt,  
Department of Clinical Epidemiology & Biostatistics and Department of Medicine, McMaster University, 
Hamilton, Canada 
 
Gordon Guyatt is internationally recognized for his work on evidence-based medicine. He is 
acknowledged by the Web of Science as one of the 250 most cited authors worldwide. He is (co)author of 
more than 600 publications (H-index of 98), of which 135 on the measurement of PROs, mostly 
methodological. His contribution to quality of life research, randomized trials and meta-analysis have 
been considered groundbreaking. 
 
 
Making quality of life outcomes in clinical trials more interpretable to clinicians 
 
To make optimal use of data from randomized trials in clinical decision-making, clinicians require knowledge 
of the magnitude of treatment effects. Reports of trials including quality of life data often fail to report results 
that provide interpretable estimates of magnitude of effect. Strategies that investigators could use to remedy 
this problem include reporting mean differences between groups in relation to the minimal important 
difference and reporting the proportion of patients who benefit from treatment and the associated number 
needed to treat. Techniques are available that allow investigators to use the same strategies in reporting 
pooled estimates from meta-analyses even when studies use different instruments to measure the same 
construct. 
 


